
PEST...
...refers to all insect, mite, snail, nematode, 
pathogens (diseases) and weeds that can 
damage plants or plant products.

IS YOUR AGRONOMIC 
BUSINESS A BIOSECURITY 
RISK?
Anyone who travels from paddock to 
paddock or property to property poses  
a potential farm biosecurity risk. 
Advisors, consultants, agronomists and other industry 
personnel must be aware of the risk that their movements 
pose and take steps to mitigate spreading pests.  

Weed seeds, plant material and soil carrying pests and 
diseases can easily be carried onto properties on vehicles 
and equipment and even on clothes.  

New pests carried with you in the course of your work 
could result in management issues long after you’ve left 
the property.  You could introduce a new pest onto  
a client’s property or spread one over a wide area.

Manage biosecurity risks by with simple biosecurity 
practices that will safeguard you and your clients.

Consider biosecurity from the very beginning.  Ask the 
owner what they expect from you and find out how you 
can assist each other.  

TOP TIPS FOR REDUCING 
BIOSECURITY RISKS
1.	Ensure the contractual agreement with the 		
	 property owner is detailed
Ask:  

•	 Do they have a wash down facility you can use?

•	 Are there any declared pests, quarantined areas or other 
issues on the property that may require extra vigilance?

•	 Is there a farm plan with designated roadways?

•	 Do you need to use farm vehicles instead of your own?

•	 Is there a designated parking area?

•	 Is there a wash-down procedure on arrival and departure?

•	 Are there procedures for notifying the grower as you enter 
and leave the property?

•	 Are there gates that must be closed?

2.	Employ a ‘keep it clean’ policy when 			 
	 conducting field work.
•	 Good hygiene practice is the key to effective farm 

biosecurity. Apply this to vehicles, machinery, footwear, 
clothing, equipment and tools.

•	 Locate on–farm wash down facilities and ensure vehicles 
and equipment are clean before moving to the next 
property.

3.	Ensure compliance by all employees.
Incorporate biosecurity protocols into induction packages  
for your staff, and ensure employees are updated on the 
specific requirements of individual clients.

Review and update protocols for working on each client’s 
property on an annual basis or as required.   

4.	Carry a vehicle biosecurity kit at all times.
Contents include provisions for cleaning hands, boots, 
clothing, equipment and vehicle interior; disposable 
overalls; spare shoes; disinfectant solution. Incorporate  
a foot bath regime prior to site access and departure.

5.	Keep a record of all farm visits by employees.  
Records of travel will allow biosecurity authorities to trace 
forward and trace back in the event of a pest incursion. 



IF YOU SEE ANYTHING UNUSUAL,  
CALL THE EXOTIC PLANT PEST HOTLINE

1800 084 881
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BASIC VEHICLE BIOSECURITY KIT
•	 stiff brushes and a scraper for cleaning 

boots and equipment
•	 dustpan and brush
•	 rubber boots, boot covers and/or  

a  spare pair of boots 
•	 disposable gloves
•	 plastic tray and/or a bucket for use as 

a footbath and to clean equipment
•	 detergent or disinfectant (enough for 

cleaning equipment and boots)
•	 hand sanitiser or hand wash
•	 strong plastic bags for disposable 

items, dirty clothing or shoes

•	 5 L water.

ADDITIONAL ITEMS
•	 small hand sprayer with methylated 

spirits or 70% ethanol
•	 flagging tape and pegs to mark 

location of a suspect new pest
•	 plastic sample bags and permanent 

marker pens

•	 sample jars and paper bags.
NSW | Bill Gordon
0428 133 944 | billy.gordon@dpi.nsw.gov.au

QLD | Kym McIntyre
0429 727 690 | kym.mcintyre@daf.qld.gov.au

SA �| Judy Bellati
0412 218 228 | judy.bellati@sa.gov.au

VIC | Jim Moran
0418 377 930 | jim.moran@agriculture.vic.gov.au

WA | Jeff Russell
0447 851 801 | jeff.russell@dpird.wa.gov.au
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What do you risk by not considering  
farm biosecurity?
•	 Introducing a new pest to an area with associated control 

and management issues (possibly long term).

•	 Reputation damage to you and your organisation.

•	 Failure to take on responsibility and ‘duty of care’.

Agricultural consultants are at  
the forefront of best practice.  
Be biosecurity aware when  
moving between sites as part  
of your business.  

GRAINS BIOSECURITY OFFICERS:

For mor information go to: 
planthealthaustralia.com.au/gfbp

Disclaimer:The material in this publication is for general information 
only and no person should act, or fail to act on the basis of this material 
without first obtaining professional advice. Plant Health Australia and all 
persons acting for Plant Health Australia expressly disclaim liability with 
respect to anything done in reliance on this publication.


