Fact sheet
Black twig borer
What is it?
The black twig borer (Xylosandrus compactus)
attacks a wide range of plants including
avocado, cocoa, cashew, coffee, cinnamon
and mango.
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Infestation becomes apparent when die-back
of twigs and branches occurs. A severe
infestation can kill host plants, including large
trees.

What to look for?
The female black twig borer is a very small
(1.6mm) long, shiny, black, cylindrical beetle.
Males are half as long as females and
incapable of flight. Eggs are extremely small,
oval, white and translucent. Black twig borer
grubs are white and legless. The body of
young grubs is pointed at the rear. Older grubs
have brownish heads and round tails.
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What damage does it cause?
Female black twig borers tunnel into woody
twigs leaving pin-sized entry holes, usually on
the underside of twigs. Once inside they
excavate galleries and lay eggs. This
excavation, along with the introduction of
pathogens, is the major cause of damage to
the host. Female beetles introduce a fungus
on which the grubs feed. Infestation by one to
three females is sufficient to kill the twig or
branch.

Where is it found?
It is found in most parts of the tropics including
Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, Japan, Fiji,
Madagascar, Mauritius, Seychelles Islands,
tropical Africa and USA.

How can I protect my orchard
from the black twig borer?
Check your orchard frequently for the
presence of new pests and unusual
symptoms. Make sure you are familiar with
common mango pests so you can tell if you
see something different.
If you see anything unusual, call the Exotic
Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881.

Disclaimer: The material in this publication is for general information only and no person should act, or fail to act on the basis of this
material without first obtaining professional advice. Plant Health Australia and all persons acting for Plant Health Australia expressly
disclaim liability with respect to anything done in reliance on this publication.

Want more info?
If you would like more information, or to download a copy of the Industry Biosecurity Plan for the Mango Industry,
visit www.planthealthaustralia.com.au, email admin@phau.com.au or phone (02) 6215 7700.

